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1 Peter 2:17 calls us to "Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear 
God, honor the emperor." 
  
Governor Roy Cooper has asked for no large assembly meetings and Bishop Hope Morgan 
Ward has urged us to cancel church activities. In the interest of loving our neighbors and doing 
what is best for our community, we will honor their requests and follow their lead. 
  
We are people that believe in the sovereignty and power of God and we are not a fearful 
people. This decision does not come out of fear, but out of respect and love of our neighbor. 
  
In light of these things, we will not meet for any church activities including, but not limited to: 
worship services, Weekday School, and other gatherings from the close of business today 
March 13 through March 27. During this time, we will be providing opportunities for spiritual 
growth online via Facebook, Instagram, and our website, so please stay connected with us and 
share with others. Also pray for those infected, first responders, and continue to be the hands 
and feet of Christ. 
  
We ask that you join us in this prayer: 
Jehovah Shalom, God of peace, through the One who is our Prince of Peace, Jesus, may you 
help us abide in your perfect peace all the days of our life, especially during this season of 
uncertainty where it is so easy to live into fear.  We ask that you would help us live into the 
peace you offer to us. We pray you would be with all medical personnel - give them strength, 
peace, and strong immune systems to help those sick. Remind us Lord to look after our 
neighbors, to love them well through the love you have for us. Watch over us, Sovereign Lord, 
you who reigns without rival, protect us, guide us, fill us with your Spirit, the Spirit who gives us 
not fear, but power, love, and self control. And now, Jesus, may you stretch out your hand to 
heal your creation of all sickness and suffering. We pray all this in the name of Jesus, who lives 
and reigns with you, Father, together with the Holy Spirit, our one God, now and forever... 
  
Grace and Peace, 
The Pastors of Nashville UMC 
 


